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Section 2: 1 Corinthians 12: 3-13 
 
Prayer:  Lead us, Good Lord, as we read your word.  May it be fully open to our understanding, and may we 
be fully open to its teaching.  Amen. 
 
Read the passage through twice: 
 
 Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and 

no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.  There are different kinds of gifts, but the same 

Spirit distributes them.  There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  There are different kinds of 

working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.   Now to each one the manifestation 

of the Spirit is given for the common good.  To one there is given through the Spirit a message of 

wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit,  to another faith by the same 

Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit,  to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to 

another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still 

another the interpretation of tongues.  All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he 

distributes them to each one, just as he determines. 

 
Background 
 . There were many problems in the church in Corinth, but they had particularly serious issues with 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  We can infer from Paul’s letter that some considered themselves superior to 
others because of the Spirit’s gifts, while others felt excluded.  Paul in this passage lays down some basics 
about the work of the Holy Spirit, which hold true to this day. 
 
Some questions 

• Does the opening sentence seriously imply that the Holy Spirit actually controls our speech?  
Or is it something else, more implicit? 

• Difference in unity – that is Paul’s theme: “gifts, working, service” – all different, Paul says, 
but all equal and all for the common good.  We need to break them down into 
understandable categories 

o Go through the list of  effects of the Holy Spirit and separate out “gifts” from 
“service” and from “working” 

• Does that begin to make sense? 

• Each type of manifestation of the work of the Spirit is from God, Paul insists, hence the 
equality of each.  What is the purpose of those different works of the Spirit? 

• Why spread them out so thinly?  Why not give them all to all of us? 

• There are other lists of what the Spirit does: the rest of this chapter, and Chapter 14, 
contain an exhaustive account of how the Spirit works in the Church.  Which gifts (note: gifts 
plural) of the Spirit do you think you have? 

• Can our God-given spiritual gifts change as we develop and grow older? 

• Are there gifts which you think you may not be using to the full?  If so, how can that energy 
of the Spirit be released here? 

• Does talk of these gifts make you feel comfortable and encouraged or uncomfortable and 
suspicious?  Why? 

• Are we a truly Spirit-filled church? 
  



Read the passage through again, out loud if possible 
 
Review 
What has this passage taught you about  

• God? 

• Jesus Christ? 

• The Church? 

• Our current situation? 
 
Prayer:  Fill us with your Holy Spirit, loving God, that we may serve you with loving hearts and open minds, 
in the power of your Holy Spirit.  Amen. 


