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Bible Study for the ninth week of the Covid 19 church building closure 

 
Section 3: John 20: 19-23 
 
Prayer:  Open our hearts, Loving God, to the wonders of your word.  May we embrace its teachings and 
rejoice in all its richness, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
Read the passage through twice: 
 
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for 

fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he 

said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he 

breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; 

if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

 
Background 
 We last read this passage on Easter Sunday.  This takes place on the evening of that first Easter Day, 
after Peter and John had seen the empty tomb with Mary Magdalene, and after she had been the first 
person to meet the risen Jesus in the garden.  The disciples have crept out of their hiding places and 
gathered together in one large room.  They had locked the doors, just in case anyone was trying to find 
them, when the risen Jesus appears in their midst.  Remember, this text was probably written for a 
majority Gentile readership, who would not be familiar with any of the Jewish writings. 
 
Some questions 

• What state of mind might the disciples be in, given the events of the morning? 

• Are they expecting Jesus? 

• How did Jesus get into the room? 

• “Peace be with you” is a standard Jewish greeting, but is there more than that in Jesus’s 
words? 

• Why did he show them his hands and his side?  Why is that detail necessary for the 
narrative? 

• “The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord” must be one of the great 
understatements of the New Testament.   What other emotions may have been coursing 
through them at this time? 

• There is no explanation of resurrection, simply a series of consequences of it for the 
disciples.  Why? 

• “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you” - is this the sort of thing that the disciples 
were expecting from the risen Jesus?  Had they had any prior warning in John’s Gospel of 
their mission or was this news to them? 

• John’s account of the gift of the Holy Spirit is completely different from Luke’s – why? 

• Why does Jesus breath on the disciples?   

• The opening 14 verses of John’s Gospel are a prelude to the content of the entire book.  
How do these verses fit with that passage? 

• There is a strong play between breath and wind both in Greek and in Hebrew.  Is this 
therefore John’s Pentecost, happening at the same time as resurrection? 

• Is there any conflict between these two accounts of the gift of the Spirit?  If yes, does it 
matter and what does it teach us?  If no, why do they differ so greatly? 



• Why all the talk of forgiving people’s sins?  What is John really talking about here?  What is 
the correlation between the disciples and the Church? 

• We read from John 17 last week, Jesus’s priestly prayer.  Is there any continuity between 
that prayer and these words and actions?  If so, was it just for the disciples, or does it 
cascade down to us, as we believe the Pentecost events Luke describes apply to us?  

• The Church has coralled the authority to forgive sins to its ordained clergy.  Is that in the 
spirit of John?   

• Does this version of the gift of the Spirit encourage you and give you energy?  If not, why 
not, and if it does, how? 

 
Read the passage through again, out loud if possible 
 
Review 
What has this passage taught you about  

• God? 

• Jesus Christ? 

• The Church? 

• Our current situation? 
 
Prayer:  God of power and love, the risen Christ breathed your Holy Spirit on his grieving disciples on that 
first day of resurrection.  Fill us with that same Spirit, that we may be lifted from our isolation and fear, 
into the glorious freedom of your family.  Amen. 


