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Bible Study for the thirteenth week of the Covid 19 church building closure 

 

Section 3: Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-end  
 
Prayer:  Loving God, as we read words of your Son, Jesus Christ, may we hear him speaking clearly to us, 
understand what he has to say, and put it into practice.  Amen. 
 
Read the passage through twice: 

 

Jesus said to the disciples, “To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling out to others: 
17 “‘We played the pipe for you, 
    and you did not dance; 
we sang a dirge, 
    and you did not mourn.’ 
18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners.’ But wisdom is proved right by her deeds.” 
At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 
things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 26 Yes, Father, for this is what you 
were pleased to do. 
27 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no 
one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke 
is easy and my burden is light.” 
 

Read the passage through again, out loud if possible 

 

Background 

 While the disciples were out preaching the Kingdom of God, Jesus was still surrounded by people 

who wanted to see miracles, and by pharisees who wanted to understand more about who he was.  To 

help, Jesus talks about John the Baptist – someone they had all acknowledged as a prophet – and then 

moves on to talk of himself.  This leads to a fascinating insight into the nature of God the Father. 

 

Some questions 

• Fickle is the word that comes to mind as Jesus talks about the current generation.  Their criticism of 

John the Baptist was that he was too austere and rigorous, too hard to emulate, too distant.  But 

when they look at Jesus’s behaviour, they see the opposite, and can’t square that with their idea of 

the Messiah either.   

• What then does Jesus mean by “wisdom is proved right by her deeds”? 

• Are these objectors genuine, or is it all a big excuse for not believing in Jesus? 

• Is there anything in Jesus’s life that we may find troubling or an obstacle to faith?  How are we 

going to get round that? 

• A series of “woes” against towns and villages that had received Jesus but not believed follows, and 

then Jesus opens up about his heavenly Father in a most extraordinary way. 

• Who might the “little children” be, to whom God has revealed these things?  Does this phrase 

relate at all to last week’s notion of “these little ones”? 



• What is the difference between a child’s understanding of an adult, and an adult’s understanding of 

other adults?  Which is more genuine? 

• How do we become like one of the “little children”, if we are to understand and to believe? 

• Jesus talks about his heavenly Father as only a son can – we are given a brief window into the 

relationship between Father and Son as Jesus pours out his praise.   

• Have we got to know the Father through Jesus the Son?  If so, how? 

• Jesus’s appeal to the “weary and burdened” to come to him to find rest is not as straightforward as 

it seems.  There is still a yoke to bear – it may be light, but it is still a yoke – and Christ’s burden may 

well be light, but it is still a burden.  The Christian life is never without effort or engagement. 

• There are several sorts of yoke – a single yoke, which balances two loads on either side of the 

shoulders, or a double yoke, which links together animals for ploughing or transporting goods.  

Which one does Jesus have in mind here?  Why? 

• What does Jesus mean by “gentle and humble in heart”? 

• How can we find rest for our souls in Christ?   

• Do we ever seek that sort of rest for our souls? 

• The pharisees in Jesus’s time spoke of the “yoke of the Law”.  Observance was a commitment, a 

day-by-day experience.  Jesus frequently points out that the pharisees had made that observance 

even harder, so the yoke was even heavier.   

• What sort of yokes/burdens may we be placing on people today?  In their faith?  In their daily 

observance?  In our corporate worship? 

• Leadership comes with burdens – of responsibility and care, of planning and execution.  What other 

burdens might there be in the Church today? 

• There is a heavy burden of care, of worry, of risk that everyone is carrying through our current 

crisis.  What has Jesus to say about that?  Do these words help at all? 

• Does the world need people who are “gentle and humble in heart” and if so, who are they?  How 

do we recognise them?  What should they be doing, right now? 

• Is this passage from Matthew’s Gospel more positive or negative than those we have read over the 

previous three weeks? 

• What positives can we take from this text? 

• What negatives have to be absorbed from this passage? 

 

Review 

What has this passage taught you about  

• God? 

• Jesus Christ? 

• The Church? 

• Our current situation? 

 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus Christ, help us today to take your yoke, and to carry your burden, so that we too may 

become gentle and humble in heart, and so see your kingdom come in our hearts and lives.  Amen. 


